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New Hampshire's First State House Project
Public Meetings
November 2011

Based on what you heard this evening, please share your thoughts on the following
questions: :

1. What do you find interesting about New Hampshire's First State House?
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2. How do you currently envision New Hampshire's First State House Project
and its final outcome?

Vs 5ol wéy P {&3 ’;/u-yif’zfyﬂ Thed A co an /JWM‘W

Dhyject ey A sied] o

@ T e The iea pf VO o ov ducition e
/ éfb) Al Vzmﬁxt’ VLSourst_

3. What benefit(s) for New Hampshire citizens do you hope to see result from
the interpretation of New Hampshire's First State House?
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Please leave comments in the box or mail to:
NH's First State House Project
NH Division of Historical Resources
19 Pillsbury Street
Concord, NH 03301
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2. How do you currently envision New Hampshire's First State House Project
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3. What benefit(s) for New Hampshire citizens do’you hope to see result from
the interpretation of New Hampshlre s First State House"
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NH Division of Historical Resources
19 Pillsbury Street
Concord, NH 03301
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—  Based on what you heard this evening, please share your thoughts on the following
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Based on what you heard this evening, please share your thoughts on the
following questions:

1.

What do you find interesting about New Hampshire’s First State
House?

Apart from the thematic subjects it can help to interpret, the State House is interesting as a
chapter in the preservation history of New Hampshire. The building was first identified as a
historical landmark in Sarah Foster’s Portsmouth Guidebook of 1876. Its original
appearance was depicted in the form of a composite photograph, as accurately as possible
with information then available, in C. S. Gurney’s book, Portsmouth . . . Historic and
Picturesque in 1902. The building, as then understood, formed the basis for the design of
the New Hampshire State Building at the Eastern States Exposition in West Springfield,
Massachusetts, in 1930. It became the focal point of a preservation plan in a WPA study of
Portsmouth’s South End in 1935, and this plan formed the original concept for Strawbery
Banke, Inc., in 1958. Efforts to acquire and move the building to Strawbery Banke were
central to that museum’s development of its “Area to Receive Historic Buildings from
Without” during the 1960s, culminating in the purchase and moving of the building in 1969.
Understanding the history of the building and planning for its possible future uses have been
major efforts of the New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources since 1987, when
Chapter 364 of the New Hampshire Session Laws of 1987 placed the building in the custody
of the division. The immense amount of thought and research that has been invested in this
building makes its future disposition as an artifact a matter of serious responsibility.

How do you currently envision New Hampshire’s First State
House Project and its final outcome?

The outcome of the State House project became unpredictable during the 1980s when
Strawbery Banke Museum changed its interpretive emphasis and ceased to be interested in
the building except under terms that would have been financially advantageous to the
museum. During the 1960s, the museum had campaigned persistently, and ultimately
successfully, to have the structure purchased from private owners and moved from its Court
Street site to the museum grounds for future rehabilitation. Until the 1980s, rehabilitation of
the building as an administrative and interpretive focal point of the projected and partially
assembled “State House Group” was central to the planning of Strawbery Banke. In the
1980s, however, the museum refocused its interpretive mission. At that point, Strawbery
Banke’s focus began to narrow from its original themes of “Portsmouth, the Piscataqua
Region, and the State of New Hampshire” to concentrate more exclusively on the history of
the Puddle Dock neighborhood.



The outcome of the project became still more uncertain in 1988. At that time, a bill that
would have appropriated funds to restore the building as a museumn depicting New
Hampshire under royal government was declared inexpedient to legislate at the onset of an
economic recession. From that time forward, the building, either as a standing structure or
later as a collection of disassembled elements, has been a statutory responsibility of the
DHR alone, with no institutional partner[s], except for the former “Mayor’s Blue Ribbon
Committee on the Old State House,” to share in planning for its ultimate use, staffing,
upkeep, or interpretation.

After more than twenty years of working with others to identify such a partner, I feel that no
such entity is likely to appear in the foreseeable future. Therefore, I see the outcome of the
State House project as twofold, and as very different from the outcome that might have been
hoped for when Chapter 364 of the New Hampshire Session Laws of 1987 placed the
building in the custody of the Division of Historical Resources: 1. as a catalyst for deepened
understanding of New Hampshire’s colonial history, at least through the research that has
been amassed over the years and is stored in the files at DHR; and 2. as an incentive for the
creation of a permanent place of storage for architectural artifact collections in New
Hampshire. Some of these (including the State House) are listed in Emogene Bevitt’s
Second Lives: A Survey of Architectural Artifact Collections in the United States (National
Park Service, 1994). If no physical use of the building elements is identified in the near
future, then the next clear step will be to transfer these elements, and other architectural
artifacts now in state government custody, to a place of safekeeping and study similar to (or
merged with) DHR’s Airport Road archaeological storage facility.

What benefit(s) for New Hampshire citizens do you hope to see
result from the interpretation of New Hampshire’s First State
House?

1. A more accurate understanding of New Hampshire’s history, governmental structure, and
system of laws and courts prior to the Revolution; 2. possible integration of this
understanding into a reinvigorated civics curriculum in New Hampshire, as envisioned by
the New Hampshire Supreme Court Society (see Concord Moritor, August 3, 2009,
September 13, 2009); 3. an image—physical, intellectual, or both—of the seat of
government of New Hampshire from 1758 until the Revolution, to be derived from the
concepts being developed by the Cherry Valley Group; 4. a collection of study elements
avatlable for research and for instruction of students in the Plymouth State University
Preservation Studies Program and others.

Please leave comments in the box or mail to:
NH’s First State House Project
NH Division of Historical Resources
19 Pillsbury Street
Concord, NH 03301



1 think we should buiid a replica of the original State House and use the original timbers for certain sections. For
instance, we could use some of the original beams as beams in the new building. An opening in the ceiling
(possibly covered with glass or acrylic) would allow visitors to view the original beams. Original flooring could

be used to make the floor of an entire room. A walkway could be constructed so that visitors are not walking on
the original floor timbers. Original wall supports could be incorporated into a wall that is covered by clear glass
or acrylic to show the construction technique. The use of original timbers could be restricted to ane room of the
building, allowing the remainder to be used for other purposes. | bet you could take up a collection or gets
some corporate sponsors to build the replica. | know | would contribute.

Jim Burton
Nashua, NH

11/14/2011



To Whom It May Concern:
RE: New Hampshire's First State House Project Suggestion

As a citizen of New Hampshire, | would like to see the remnants of New
Hampshire's First State House be made into a piece of furniture for the
Governor's office, constructed by a reputable/well-known New Hampshire
craftsman. A desk for the Governor would be the ultimate; however, | am not
sure that the current desk for the Governor has a special significance. If a desk is
not a viable choice, than | suggest a piece of furniture that would hold great
significance to our Governor's office or Statehouse.

Mrs. Joanne Martell
PO Box 163

23 Granite Street
Allenstown, NH 03275

11/14/2011



